The inventory and assessment of species diversity in the mono-generic family Begoniaceae C. A. Agardh of Bangladesh were made through long term field investigations, collections, identification, survey and examination of preserved herbarium specimens and review of relevant taxonomic and floristic literature. The family is recognized to be represented in the flora of Bangladesh by 19 species under the genus Begonia L. Of these, 11 species were known to be previously recorded from the area of Bangladesh, hence additional 8 species of the present account are being reported here for the first time as new records from Bangladesh, these are: DC. An enumeration of these 19 species is prepared, and each species is cited with detailed taxonomic data. All species of the Begonia L. are herbaceous in nature and possess potential economic values, viz. 11 (52%) medicinal, 5 (24%) ornamental, 3 (14%) beverage, 1 (5%) food and 1 (5%) poisonous. Determination of status of occurrence showed that 2 (10.53%) species are common, 5 (26.32%) cultivated, 9 (47.36%) threatened and 3 (15.79%) possibly extinct in Bangladesh. Field photographs and hand drawings of recorded taxa are provided.
INTRODUCTION
The Begoniaceae, belonging to Magnoliopsida, is a herbaceous family represented by 1,700 species in 68 sections in the fifth largest vascular genus Begonia L. (Frodin 2004 ) and distributed throughout the tropical and subtropical regions of the world and absent in the Australian tropical forests and the Pacific region from the east of the Fiji to the Galapagos Island (Heywood 2007 , Tebbitt 2005 . The family has been accounted in the Encyclopedia of Flora and Fauna of Bangladesh with 11 species, including 2 cultivated species, represented in the flora of Bangladesh. The present inventory, based on extensive survey, recognizes the family to be represented in the flora of Bangladesh by 19 species. While examining the preserved herbarium specimens of Begonia L. collected from the flora of Bangladesh we came across the identification of 8 species which have not been recorded previously in any floristic literature. These are: Begonia grandis Dryand. ssp. holostylla Irmsch., B. heracleifolia Cham. and Schltdl. Related to Bangladesh fauna Cult., B. maculata Raddi Cult., B. modestiflora Kurz, B. muliensis T. T. Yu. Cult., B. scintillans Dunn, B. surculigera Kurz and B. thomsonii A. DC. These additional 8 species, including 3 cultivated, are being reported here for the first time as new records for Bangladesh. Detailed data on these new records are provided in the enumeration.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The present study on the family Begoniaceae is the part of inventory of the flora conducted under Biodiversity Link Project in the department of Botany of Chittagong University since 1997. The study includes analyzing of previous records, extensive field survey and collection of specimens, identification of collected and preserved herbarium specimens. Relevant floristic literature of Roxburgh (1814 Roxburgh ( , 1824 Roxburgh ( ,1832 , Hooker (1886 Hooker ( -1888 , Prain (1903) , Heinig (1925) , Raizada (1941) , Datta and Mitra (1953) , Sinclair (1956) , Khan and Afza (1968) , Khan and Banu (1972) , , Khan et al. (1994) , Rahman and Hassan (1995) , Rahman and Uddin (1997) , Uddin and Rahman (1999) , Rashid et al. (2000) , Rahman (1999 Rahman ( , 2017 , Rasshid and Mia (2001) , Khan and Huq (2001) , Rahman et al. (2001 , Barbhuiya and Gogoi (2010) , Tutul et al. (2010) , Uddin and Hassan (2010) , Rahman et al. (2010a) , Arefin et al. (2011 , Rashid and Chowdhury (2013) , Rahman et al. (2015) , Arefin et al. (2017) .
All collected specimens and other unidentified specimens of the family Begoniaceae preserved at Bangladesh National Herbarium (DACB), Dhaka University Salarkhan Herbarium (DUSH) and Herbaria of Chittagong University (HCU), Bangladesh Forest Research Institute (BFRIH), Bangladesh Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (BCSIRH) were critically studied. Status of occurrence of a species is determined following Rahman (2013) and Ara et al. (2013) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Enumeration of 19 species is prepared with detailed taxonomic data of each species following Rahman (2013) . The data includes scientific name, synonym(s), local name(s), phenology, ecology, potential values, places of occurrence in Bangladesh, global distribution, threat to the species, conservation status, conservation measures taken, conservation measures proposed, and with a voucher specimen. Photographs/drawings of newly recorded species are mostly based on herbarium specimens or taken during field investigations. Prain (1903 Prain ( , 1903a ; Heinig (1925) ; Uddin et al. (1998); Datta and Mitra (1953) from Dhaka (lnc.) since then no collection or published report is available from elsewhere in Bangladesh.
Enumeration of the taxa

Status of occurrence: Possibly Extinct from (EX) Bangladesh rr. territory. Conservation measures taken: No conservation measures taken.
Conservation measures proposed:
The plant is to be traced in its collection locality for in-situ or ex-situ conservation management as appropriate. Notes: The species is Native to Eastern Himalaya and first collected from Sikkim by J. D. Hooker. The species shows an eastern extension up to Myanmar on natural distribution. This species is being reported here according to Datta and Mitra (1953) . The species is similar to Begonia annulata K. Koch, but can be nature of distinguished by the presence of dense deflexed hairs on the stem and peduncles, glabrous stipule and leaves on ventral side. No herbarium specimen is available at DACB, BFRIH, BCSIRH, DUSH and HCU. Uddin and Hassan (1998) from Rangamati, theteafter no report of collection is available. It could not be relocated in its collection locality.
Begonia cordifolia
Status of occurrence: Data Deficient (DD).
Conservation measures taken: No conservation measures taken.
Conservation measures proposed:
The plant is to be traced in its collection locality for in-situ or ex-situ conservation management as appropriate. Bull. 1920 Bull. : 111 (1920 . Fig. 1i 
Begonia scintillans Dunn in Kew
